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ABSTRACT 
The holey Quran is a unique literature for social and life science research. The holey Quran (most important Islamic 
reference) has collection of medicinal plants that it’s characterizes is somewhat unclear in modern medicine, but 
valuable evidences can be obtained from Islamic texts and traditional or folk medicine.  Aim of present study is review on 
Alhagi (Alhagi maurorum) importance in holey Quran text and its usages in traditional and modern medicine and 
veterinary, with attempt to find same viewpoint between holy Quran approach and novel scientific reports. As result, 
Alhagi (Alhagi maurorum) is an important medicinal plant for Arabian folk medicine. So, the holy Quran had named 
Alhagi (Alhagi maurorum) from both pharmacological and nutritional approach for both of human and farm animals. In 
this regard, Alhagi (Alhagi maurorum) named with quail as kind of farm animal, in Quran text. It may be referred to 
quail as a useful animal and Alhagi as feed. It can be suggested, holey Quran is unique reference of medicinal plants used 
in traditional Islamic medicine, because Alhagi is subject of various pharmacological studies in Islamic countries 
(mentioned in present review). Further studies on origin of Islamic medicine in holey Quran and it accordance with 
modern medicine are required. 
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INTRODUCTION 
Ancient and religious literatures include natural medicinal notes that useful for mankind. in this 
regard, holey Quran is a unique literature for social and life science research [1-3]. In the current 
published study, Kahrizi et al. [4] had listed some medicinal plants that mentioned in holey Quran. 
The Quran had recommended medicinal plants for treatment of various diseases and food [5]. The 
history of Islamic medicine started form second century of Hijra, Abdul Malik Bin Habib Undlasi 
compiled his first book “Tib-e-Nabvi”. In third century of Hijra Muhammad Bin Abu Bakar Ibne 
Ulsani and Abu Naeem Isphani compiled their books on this topic. In the same era other Muslim 
scholars like “Ali bin Mossa Raza” and “Imam Kazim Bin Jaffar” also worked on Islamic medicines [4]. 
Geographical explorations can identify plant species with medicinal apsects, but Holy Quran is 
considered to be the reference for the citation of these plants. In this review, we had attempt to 
investigation on one of plants that has quranic impacts in medicinal approach, and uses in 
treatments of human and animals. In other words, present review had focus on Alhagi (Alhagi 
maurorum) (figure1) importance in Quran text, medicine and veterinary.  
 
LITERATURE REVIEW 
 Alhagi is a genus of Old World plants in the family Fabaceae. They are commonly called camelthorns 
or manna trees [6]. There are three to five species. The genus name comes from the Arabic word for 
pilgrim. 
Alhagi species have proportionally the deepest root system of any plants - a 1 m high shrub may 
have a main root more than 15 m long; due to their deep root system Alhagi species are drought-
avoiding plants that utilize ground water, adapting in that way perfectly to the hyper-arid 
environment [7]. 
Scientific classification [8]: 
Kingdom: Plantae 
Order:  Fabales 
Family: Fabaceae 
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Subfamily: Faboideae 
Tribe:  Hedysareae 
Genus:  Alhagi 
 

 
Figure1. Alhagi (Alhagi maurorum: Alhagi pеrsarum: Alhagi Camelorum) or A. psеudoalhagi 

 
Alhagi (Alhagi maurorum) in holey Quran [9]: 
Quarinc name of Alhagi is "Alman" and was mentioned in different chapters (Sura)(Holey Quran, 
chapters); 
1- Bagara (verses. 57): 
“We send you Alhagi and quail for beneficial use as food, but they had thankless to these gifts, in fact 
they had oppression to themselves”    
2- Araf (Verses. 160):  
“We divided Bani-Israel into twelve tribes and we had order for Musa that give your cane, next twelve 
springs were running, we send you Alhagi and quail as gifts, and order for eating pure gifts, but they 
had oppression to these gifts and themselves” 
3- Taha (Verses. 80-81): 
"Height Bani-Israel, we rescue you from enemies and put your resort in Toor Mountain, and send for 
you, Alhagi and quail as gifts"  
Also, we can find so many notices in other Islamic references, but now with attention to importance 
of this medicinal plant as god gift, we attempt to review on medicinal or pharmacological aspect of  
Alhagi and possible its relation with quranic position of Alhagi, as final conclusion.    
Alhagi (Alhagi maurorum) in medicine 
Alhagi maurorum is used in folk medicine, as a purgative, laxative, diaphoretic, expectorant and 
diuretic [10-11].  Its flowers are used to treat piles, migraine, and warts. Oil from the leaves is used 
in the treatment of rheumatism [12]. Locally, water extracts of its roots are used to relax the ureter 
and to remove kidney stones [11]. The roots of this plant contain essentially the same alkaloids but 
in poorer yields [13].  
In the table1, reported medicinal, pharmacological effects and application of Alhagi maurorum is 
listed. 
Impact of Alhagi (Alhagi maurorum) in veterinary medicine and animal nutrition 
Khan[22]  based on ethno-veterinary specifies of some medicinal plants in Pakistan, had stated that 
Alhagi eas used in care of gastrointestinal impaction of domestic animals (cattle, sheep, goats and 
camels). It has been reported, the distilled product of Alhagi maurorum in goat can lowers pH of 
urine. In overall, distilled product of Alhagi can be used as a diuretic drug at doses 8.16 ml/kg in the 
goat diet [23]. Towhidi [24] had a determination the nutritive value of some herbages for came 
includes Alhagi, and they had stated that Alhagi with 9.2.7% dry matter, 9.9% crude protein,  43.57% 
dry matter digestibility, 39.03% organic matter digestibility and considerable contents of minerals is 
suitable feed for camel. Also, anti-parasitic (anti-helminthiasis) effect of dietary supplemented 
Alhagi (Alhagi maurorum) has been reported in livestock [14]. 
Nobakht and Aghdam Shahryar [25] had an investigation on effects of supplemented Alhagi meal to 
broiler chicken diet. They had concluded, supplementation for 2% of total mixed diet didn’t have 
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negative effect on immunological and biochemical measures of serum, and also has significant 
positive effect on performance.   

 
Table1. Medicinal potential of Alhagi (Alhagi maurorum) based on reported effects. 

 
CONCLUSION 
Almost all of plants mentioned in Quran text have medicinal or pharmacological specify. With 
attention to position of Alhagi (Alhagi maurorum) in Quran text, that it was named with quail as kind 
of poultry and useful bird for mankind, it may be referred to two god gifts (quail as useful animal and 
Alhagi as useful feed for farm animal) for mankind. in other hand, Alhagi (Alhagi maurorum) is an 
important medicinal plants for Arabian folk medicine, in this regards Saudi and Egyptian researchers 
had various pharmacological works on Alhagi (Alhagi maurorum) [11,16,18,20]. So, the holy Quran 
had named Alhagi (Alhagi maurorum) from both pharmacological and nutritional approach for both 
of human and farm animals. We can suggest that Quran is unique reference of medicinal plants used 
in traditional Islamic medicine. Further studies on origin of Islamic medicine in holey Quran and it 
accordance with modern medicine are required.  
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compounds Pharmacological effect model References 
 

extract of root 
decrease the body temperature, 

decrease the heart rate (10%), and 
enhance getting rid of renal stones 

mouse Marashdah and Farraj 
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Seed (Grind and mix) Gastrointestinal helminthiasis sheep Sindhu et al.[14] 

Methane extract Antibacterial and antioxidant In vitro Khaled et al. [15] 
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alcoholic total extract anti-diarrheal activity 
(via blocking calcium channel) rat Atta and Mounier [17] 

 

ethanol extract Hepatoprotective effect against liver 
Injury rat Alqasoumi et al. [18] 

aqueous extract 

Protective effect against ethanol 
induced ulcers, reduce gastric acid 

(mucosal protective and 
antisecretory effect) 

rat Mard et al. [19] 

ethanol extract prophylaxis or for treatment of 
gastric ulcer rat Amani et al. [20] 

methanol extracts Antibacterial In vitro Rahman et al. [21] 
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